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GENESIS 15

God promised Abram:

1.a son 

2.many offspring 

3.the land of Canaan



GENESIS 15

[Abram] said, 

“O Lord GOD, 

how am I to know 

that I shall possess it?”



GENESIS 15

[God] said to him, 

“Bring me a heifer three years old, a 
female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a 

young pigeon.”



GENESIS 15

And [Abram] brought him all these, 

cut them in half, and laid each half over 
against the other. But he did not cut the 

birds in half…













bĕrît
“to cut”

(a covenant)



PROBLEM?



OLD TESTAMENT?  

NEW TESTAMENT? 

WHAT IS A TESTAMENT??





WHY WOULD GOD NEED 
TO MAKE A WILL? 

AND THEN REVISE IT? 



“COVENANT” VS “TESTAMENT”
Hebrew Greek translation English Translation

bĕrît
(to cut 

a covenant)

diatheke
(a legal will 

and/or 
testament)

= Testament

to cut; to cut a 
covenant; to seal a 
solemn oath by cutting 
a covenant; establish a 
serious treaty between 
leaders

[instead of]

syntheke
(covenant, contract, 

compact)

= Covenant



“…diatheke stood for something laid down with final 
authority. One cannot bargain with a testator to get 
better terms. He is dead. It is a case of “take it or leave 

it.” … Here God lays down the terms. Man cannot 
negotiate with God in order to get him to 

change his mind and produce another agreement that 
better suits the human recipient of his favors. …  
indicates an authoritative laying down of the terms.” 

Leon Morris, The Atonement, p.32





DID AVRAM WALK 
THROUGH THE BLOOD? 



AT LEAST TWO COVENANTS

•Old

•New







JEANNE CALMERT ON HER 120TH BIRTHDAY (D.122!)

Olive oil!



MARIAM AMASH ON HER 120TH BIRTHDAY (D.124!)

Olive oil!





NO COVENANT = NO RELATIONSHIP = NO BLESSINGS

• Buy me a hamburger

• Buy me an automobile

• Put the down payment on my new home

• Give me half of your belongings

• Give me my inheritance now



EPHESIANS 2 B

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles  … 
were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from 

the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances…



EPHESIANS 2 B

… that he might create in himself one new man in place 
of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both 
to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who 
were far off and peace to those who were near. For 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone…



POSSIBLE OBJECTION

Negative imagery! So bloody! 
Barbaric! Primitive! Terrible! 
Ghastly! Brutish! Grotesque! 
Animalistic! Red in tooth and 
claw! Repulsive!



POSSIBLE ANSWERS

✓What is more holy, precious, and valuable to us 
than our life-blood?  

✓Blood is needed for the most serious covenants. 
What shd happen to the one who breaks the 
covenant / treaty?

✓“The cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved, it is the power of God … 
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles.” (1 Cor. 1)





HOMEWORK

Find someone to tell the story to!



THE MAIN PURPOSE IN TELLING 
THE STORY THE STORY OF JESUS 



JOHN 20

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31 but these are written 
so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.



JOHN 20

“by believing you may have life in his name.”

Clarification... 



John 6

Then they said to [Jesus], 

“What must we do, to be doing the 
works of God?” 



John 6

Jesus answered them, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent … everyone who 

looks on the Son and believes in him 
should have eternal life, and I will 

raise him up on the last day.”



Comments? 

Questions?
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NO ANIMALS WERE HARMED IN THE 
MAKING OF THIS PRESENTATION



SLIDES I DIDN’T GET TO…



LUKE 1

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that 
you may have certainty concerning the things you 

have been taught.



PAUL TO TIMOTHY (1 TIM 4)

Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. [Includes telling *the* 
story!] Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you 

by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on 
you. Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that 

all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself 
and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will 

save both yourself and your hearers.



HEB 1:1-4

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as 
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.



PHIL 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.



All this emphasizes the fact that among the Greeks diatheke stood for something laid 
down with final authority. One cannot bargain with a testator to get better terms. He is 
dead. It is a case of ‘take it or leave it.’ … Here God lays down the terms. Man cannot 
negotiate with God in order to get him to change his mind and produce another 
agreement that better suits the human recipient of his favors. It may well be that the 
translators of the Old Testament [into the Greek Septuagint] felt that syntheke, the 
ordinary word for a compact, would convey the wrong impression if used of covenants 
which God made. It was too much concerned with two-sidedness, with conceding as little 
as one must and getting as much as one can. It stood for making a deal and that the best 
deal that one’s negotiating skills made possible. This was not what the Old Testament 
writers were talking about, so the translators forsook the word that might well have 
conveyed this meaning. Instead they used a word which indicates an authoritative laying 
down of the terms. And once they had made their choice on the basis of the covenants 
God made, they had to use it for those other covenants too. When we turn to the New 
Testament, it seems indisputable that sometimes diatheke means a covenant and 
sometimes a will.  

Leon Morris, The Atonement, p.32-33



EVOLUTIONARY STORYTELLING



EVOLUTIONARY STORYTELLING

• We do live in a world full of change

• We may want to believe that everything is getting better 

• But after 100 years since the Scopes Trial and 150 years since Darwin…

• Fruit fly experiments – flies are still flies

• E. coli bacteria experiments – e.coli is still e.coli

• Cells are complex like cities!

• Massive amounts of meaningful information in the DNA codes

• Micro = Macro?  On one hand, leave room for micro! On other, leave no room for macro!

• The probability of building our very modest functional protein to be 1 in 10164.  (And life requires 
hundreds of proteins.)

• www.dissentfromdarwin.com and www.evolutionnews.org

• = Don’t tell the story of spiritual or material evolution 

http://www.dissentfromdarwin.com/
http://www.evolutionnews.org/


MARXIST EQUALITY PROGRESSIVISM

• Marx’s prophecies about Germany failed

• Marxism has never worked anywhere in 100 years 

• The weak do not need to revolt against the strong

• The have-nots do not need to revolt against the haves

• Rebels do not need to destroy all established sources of 
authority or truth

• Two wrongs don’t make one right

• Don’t propagate the Marxist/Neo-Marxist story


