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The battle for Truth

The battle for God
~The battle for the Bible

>

THE FOUR GREAT APOLOGETIC BATTLES
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> A real external world exis
Truth About Readlity is Knowable

» Denial of this is self-defeating
What Is Truthe

» Truth is correspondence to reality
Skepticism Fails
Agnosticism Fails
What We Know

> Self, external world, other minds, and
the laws of logic

A T



Jesus Affirmed that
the Bible is the Word
of God

Whatever Jesus Affired is True
is True

Jesus was God in Human Flesh

Jesus's Claim was confirmed by Miracles

Jesus Claimed to Be God

The New Testament Documents are Reliable

Miracles can be Used to Confirm a Message From God

Miracles are Possible

The Theistic God Exists

Opposites Cannot both be True

Truth about Reality is Knowable

Bible (Inspired)

Jesus

Bible (reliable)

God

Truth






& Law of Ic
<+ Law of Excluded Middle: either A or nc

All Views Cannot be True

One Religion Could be True

Other Religions Could be True on Various Things
God and Logic

The Laws of Logic Apply to God

Is God Subject to Logice

What about sincere Jews, Muslims, Mormons, and Jehovah's Withesses?

What about those who never heard about Jesus?e



Blind Men And The Elephant

The Blind Men and the Elephant John Godfrey Saxe (1816—1887) It was six men of Indostan To
learning much inclined, Who went to see the Elephant (Though all of them were blind), That each
by observation Might satisfy his mind









» Thels
» Deism

» Finite Godism
» Atheism

» Pantheism

» Panentheism

» Polytheism



Atheism,
Materialism, || Agnosticism
Physicalism

Classical
Theism




Atheism,
Materialism,
Physicalism

A

Agnosticism

Epicureans

Acts 17

Paul to the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers:

Stoics

Neo-Theism

Classical
Theism

Deism

Paul

“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaveh and earth, does not live

in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since

he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”












» Vertical form

» The Teleological Arguments for God'’s Existen
» The Anthropic Principle
» The Teleological Argument from Microbiology

» The Biological Argument from Specified Complexity
» The Moral Argument
» The Argument from Religious Need

» Answering Some Important Objections



. The Possibilli

. Are More Miracles Possible?

U y
-

. An Evaluation of Hume's Argument Against the
Credibility of Miracles

. A Scientific Objection to Miracles
. The Historical Objection to Miracles



» The Primary Purpose of Mirc
» The Primary Purpose of Miracles According to
» The Primary Purpose of Miracles According to Islam

» Even Unbelievers Admit Miracles Could be Used for Divine
Confirmation

» The Logical Connection Between Miracles and Divine
Confirmation

» Criteria for Miraculous Confirmation



» The Reliabllity ¢
» The Number of the New Testament Mant
» The Early Date of the New Testament Manuscripts

» The Accuracy of the New Testament

» The Confirmation of the New Testament Manuscripis
by Early Church Fathers



» The Author of Luke

» The Gospel of Luke Was Written by about A.D. 60-6
» William F. Albright on the Historicity of the Gospels
» The Confirmation by a Liberal Critic of the New Testament

» The Gospels are too Early to be Mythological

» Historical and Archaeological Confirmation of the Gospels

» The Evidence for the Historicity of Paul’'s Early Epistles

» Confirmation of the New Testament by Early “Creeds” or Traditions
» Confirmation for the New Testament From the Basic Facts Position

» The Internal Evidence for the Historicity of the Gospels



» Do Religious Motives Negate Doing Credible
Historye

» Do We Have the Exact Words of Jesus?

The Resurrection of Christ

Now I would remind you, brothers,’ of the gospel “I
1 5 preached to yor ived, "in which you
stand, 2 and by which ‘you are being saved, if you 'hold fast to the
word I preached to you— “unles:

3 For 'Idelivered to you as o

received: that Christ died ™ for our sins "in accordance with the
Seriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised “on the third
day “in ordance with the Scriptures, ® and that “he appeared to
Cephas, then "to the twelve. ® Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some allen asleep. ” Then he appeared to “James, then ‘to all
the apostles. ¥ Last of all, as to one untimely born, “he appeared
also to me. ? For “T am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be
called an apostle, because “I persecuted the church of God. ' But
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was

~Samin, o - T ad hardepth geomr i g




» In The New Te

@ =

» The Old Testament Background for Christ’s

» Jesus's Claims to Deity
» Christ Claimed to be Messiah-God
» Others Claimed Jesus was God

» Other Humans Recognized Christ’s Deity

» Some Objections Answered



» Jesus was Confirmed to be C

» Jesus was Confirmed by a Supernatural Sinless Life
» Jesus’ Sinlessness Was Confirmed by Those Who Knew Him Best
» Jesus’ Flawless Character was Confirmed by His Enemies and Others
» The Indirect Confirmation by Jesus’ False Accusers
» Jesus Taught and Lived the Highest Ethic of the Sermon on the Mount
» Answering Christ’s Critics
» His Sinless Character Places Him in a Category of His Own
» His Sinless Character Confirms His Claim to be God

» Jesus was Confirmed to be God by a Supernatural Resurrection
» Jesus Actually Died Physically

» Jesus Rose Physically from the Dead Several Days Later

» Answering Some Objections to the Physical Resurrection



From Abraham’s line (Gen. 22:18)

From David’s line (Isa. 9:6-7; 11:1-2; Jer.23; 1
Ch.17)

Born of a virgin (Gen. 3:15; Isa. 7:14)
Be “a prophet like Moses” (Deut. 18:15-19)

Would be the King of Israel

Be presente
to rebuild Jerusalem (Dan.

Is. 50:4-9; Is. 53; Ps. 22; Dan 9:2 despi’ré
innocence

Resurrected from the dead (Isa. 53:10-11; Ps.
16:10)



There Should be Multiple Mirac
» The miracles should be in connection with some fruth cla

» The Predictive Element Confirms its Supernatural Nature
» The Miracles must be unique

» Why Alleged Supernatural Events of Other Religions Are Not Qualified
» Miracle Claims in Judaism
» Other Non-Christian Religions
» Miraculous Claims about Buddha
» Miraculous Claims About Hare Krishna
» Miraculous Claims for Apollonius of Tyana
» The Miraculous Claims for Muhammad

» One Final Thought about Miracles and Non-Christian Religions



» A Review of the Evidence
» What About Jesus' Human Limitationse

» Humans Do Not Always Err
» Jesus is Also God Who Can't Err
» What About Divine Accommodation?
» It Confuses Adaptation and Accommodation

» Accommodation is Contrary to Fact
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Jesus affirmed the Old Testa
Jesus ascribed ultimate supremacy to the Old Testamen
Jesus affirmed the inerrancy of the Scriptures

Jesus affirmed the historical reliability of the Old Testament

Jesus affirmed the scientific accuracy of the Old Testament

» Jesus Promised the New Testament Would be the Word of God

>

>

>
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Jesus said the Holy Spirit would teach His disciples “all truth”
The apostles claimed this divine authority Jesus gave them
The New Testament is the only authentic record of apostolic feaching

Therefore, the “all fruth” Jesus promised is in the New Testament

» Christ and the Critics




» Moral Trutt -

» Theological Truths in Other Religions

» What This Does Not Mean
» This does not deny all truth outside the Bible

» Christianity is frue in its essential teachings

» Whatever opposes those essential teachings is false



Jesus Affirmed that
the Bible is the Word
of God

Whatever Jesus Affired is True
is True

Jesus was God in Human Flesh

Jesus's Claim was confirmed by Miracles

Jesus Claimed to Be God

The New Testament Documents are Reliable

Miracles can be Used to Confirm a Message From God

Miracles are Possible

The Theistic God Exists
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Opposites Cannot both be True

Truth about Redality is Knowable
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1. Truth about reality
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3. Itis true that the theistic God exists.
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6. The New Testament is historically reliable.

7. The New Testament says Jesus claimed to be God.

8. Jesus’ claim to be God was miraculously confirmed by:
a. His any prophecies about Himself;
b. His sinless and miraculous li
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THEOLOGY

VOLUME ONE

INTRODU CEE()N
BIBLE

SYSTEMATIC |

THEOLOGY

IN ONE VOLUME

PART ONE: INTRODUCTION [PrOLEGOMENA ]

Introduction

'_J

God: The Metaphysical Precondition
Miracles: The Supernatural Precondition
Revelation: The Revelational Precondition
Logic: The Rational Precondition

Meaning: The Semantical Precondition
Truth: The Epistemological Precondition
Exclusivism: The Oppositional Precondition

2.
3.
4.
5.
0.
7.
8.
9.

Language: The Linguistic Precondition

'_J
S

Interpretation: The Hermeneutical Precondition

'_J
—

. Historiography: The Historical Precondition
. Method: The Methodological Precondition

=
[~

PART TWO: BIBLE [BisLioLOGY]
Section One: Biblical
13. The Origin and Inspiration of the Bible
14. The Divine Nature of the Bible
15. The Human Nature of the Bible
16. Jesus and the Bible




H sis:

generation without diminution , 4
L]

Real Efficient Causality:
causes by making imitations.

Psyche = Poesis + Praxis.
Poesis, moving upwards,

is work of contemplation.

Praxis, moving downwards,

is object of contemplation. Emanation

€
CILE 2

NATURE ‘—I I—’ MATTER

Nature contemplates
= Matter.
Emanation (Production)
= Contemplation.
Nature contemplates
and is a contemplation.

Principles.

Imparticipable
Natures
are
Unbegotten,

All Imparticipables
eminate from the one,

Emanation ¥ : Contemplation
Emanation ¥ } Contemplation

SOUL

Hypostases:
wakefulness as itself
Autopoesis: ON E

Logos:
diversifying
h aspect of
£ oy ¥ S, inzellect—
(object of contemplation .
= object of knowledge.) Life in
Knowledge

True Being = identity of
knower, knowing, known.

Life through
Knowledge

Contemplation

Life according
to Knowledge

Matter = mirror = nonbeing.
Nonbeing = mirror = True Being.
World: imitation being ( Naturei

Imitation: image of True Being (Nous).
Participation: matter mirrors True Being.

Imitation is in the True Being.
True Being contains its own imitation.

The One,
Imparticipable
Superessential
Supervital
Superinteliectual
Imparticipable Being.

Life Esgentially.
[atellect V.
Imparticipable Life.
Being
Life Vitally.
Intellect
Imparticipable Infellect.
Being
Life Intellectually.
Intellect

Imparticipable Soul.
Being )
Life Paychically,
Intellect \____
Imparticipabie Rody,
Being i
| Life 3 Supernally.

Intellgct s

The
One
(The
AbsokA
=
Emanation Transcendence @
=
@
Nous >
iy E:
Mind) .8-.
17
@
Emanation Tn7ndonc0 L /
World '
Soul
/ ’
Emanation Transcendence







The elephant metaphor:
poem by John Godfrey Saxe (1816-18-87)

The Blind Man And The Elephant

It was six men of Indostan, to learning much inclined,
who went to see the elephant (Though all of them were blind),
that each by observation, might satisfy his mind.

The first approached the elephant, and, happening to fall,
against his broad and sturdy side, at once began to bawl:
‘God bless me! but the elephant, is nothing but a wall!*

The second feeling of the tusk, cried: 'Ho! what have we here,
so very round and smooth and sharp? To me tis mighty clear,
this wonder of an elephant, is very like a spear!’

The third approached the animal, and, happening to take,
the squirming trunk within his hands, 'l see," quoth he,
the elephant is very like a snake!'

The fourth reached out his eager hand, and felt about the knee:
'What most this wondrous beast is like, is mighty plain,’ quoth he;
'Tis clear enough the elephant is very like a tree.’

The fifth, who chanced to touch the ear, Said; 'E'en the blindest man
can tell what this resembles most; Deny the fact who can,
This marvel of an elephant, is very like a fan!"

The sixth no sooner had begun, about the beast to grope,
than, seizing on the swinging tail, that fell within his scope,
‘I see,’ quothe he, ‘the elephant is very like a rope!"

And so these men of Indostan, disputed loud and long,
each in his own opinion, exceeding stiff and strong,
Though each was partly in the right, and all were in the wrong!

So, oft in theologic wars, the disputants, | ween,

tread on in utter ignorance, of what each other mean,
and prate about the elephant, not one of them has seen!

John Godfrey Saxe
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